Affiliated to the Scottish Rock Garden Club

From the Convener

Welcome to the autumn newsletter for the Edinbunggh Lothians Rock Garden
Group and to a new season of activities for theigro

‘Celebrate in 2008’ has been the motto to mark7iebirthday of the Scottish
Rock Garden Club. The Edinburgh & Lothians Grouped in with the
celebrations. The birthday reception held at thgaRBotanic Garden Edinburgh
provided the opportunity for friends of the SRGGnraround the world to get
together for a day of presentations, talks, tofith@garden and the inevitable
chat about plants and people. In conjunction witk $pecial day, several
members of our group opened their gardens to SR&@hars. My thanks go to
all those who spent time weeding and making thaidgns tidy so that we could
see them at their best. Thank you to everyone veljged with the weekend.

In addition to the garden visits in conjunctioniwthe 78 celebrations, our day
trip in early June was enjoyed by all who madejolieney ‘South of the
border,down Berwickshire way’. Our thanks go to BeAngela Wilson, Ron &
Susan McBeath and Sidney and Maggie Clarke foriagdheir gardens to our
members and to lan Pryde for his efforts in orgagishe trip.

There are still more celebrations to be enjoyeithis 75" year. The photographic
display, “75 years of the SRGC”, in the Douglasiiav at the Explorers Garden
in Pitlochry continues until October. The Discussieeekend at Clydebank in
October provides another opportunity for membergetiotogether, hear talks from
both Scottish and international speakers, showtgldémy plants and share our
delight in alpines. The special Anniversary Edittéardeners’ Mugs are still
available for sale and the range of Rock Garderssveatshirts, fleeces etc. will
continue to be available throughout the year.

For the SRGC 7%anniversary, the Club produced a display at Ganden
Scotland, again our members helped with the standnwvon a Gold medal.
Stella and David Rankin and the team from Kevockd&a Plants again won the
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Best in Show trophy and the Alfred Evans Awardtfa best alpine display.
Congratulations to them, can they make it 4 invairo2009?

Our winter lecture programme begins in Septembd#r geveral of our local
members giving short talks. There is always timenfiembers to socialise over a
cup of tea after the meeting, so we hope that sdagding members and new
members alike will join in. The lecture programme 2008/09 includes illustrated
talks covering plant hunting, building an alpinedgn, species groups and a look
at one of the great successes of the SRGC welthstbulb log.

In our garden seed collecting is underway, althaaegd set on some species is
poor this year. We are collecting seed for the SEB8€d Exchange and again the
Edinburgh group are involved in managing severdbpat the process. lan Pryde
will organise the seed packeting and the groupméhage the seed distribution,
so we will be asking for help at the end of Decendral into January. For the
Seed Exchange to work we need members to sendmucs seed as possible,
every little bit helps. On a dry day go out inte tlarden and collect your seed
before it has chance to drop and send it to thé&xge (details of where and
when to send your seed are in the SRGC yearbook).

| look forward to meeting with existing friendscawelcoming new members to
our meetings over the coming months.

Carole Bainbridge.

Show Business.
You are bound to have some bulbs spare from re-patig. It will make Watt’s
day on April 4" if you pot some up now and bring them, flourishingto the
50/50 plant stall at the Edinburgh Show.

Ramosmania rodriguesii the world’s rarest plant

Frazer & Lynn Henderson

After more than 6000 miles of travel involving tarairplanes, a bus journey and
then a rain-sodden walk up a slippery hillside tigto dense tropical vegetation,
we finally stood in front of a nondescript greersbuo more than 5 foot high.
Could this ignorable plant really be Ramosmaniaigugsii supposedly the
world's rarest wild plant? A small wooden sign ¢onéd the fact.

Though the plant may be uninteresting, the takech#d to it is worth telling.
Ramosmania rodriguesii is an endemic wild coffaentbon the island of
Rodrigues, a dependency of Mauritius, in the southedian Ocean. The plant's
common name "Café Marron" is a reference not todatsur but to black slaves
who were known as ‘Marron' and whose descendenttittde the majority of the
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island's population. The plant actually has glaggen leaves in its upper reaches
and produces small, white, fragrant flowers.

The first record of the plant, though then unnanmedn 1877 drawing produced
by a passing European visitor. By the mid 20th wenit was presumed that the
plant had become extinct having succumbed, as luestl oh the indigenous flora,
to the twin perils of goats and pigs.

In 1979 a local school teacher distributed pictufesxtinct plants including the
1877 drawing. One of the pupils claimed to knovihaf existence of the plant. A
cutting was obtained and scientists confirmed thatms being café marron and at
their suggestion a fence was installed around tisé lor protection. In the early
1980s the plant was subject to a spider-mite iafest. Fortunately, it recovered
and in 1986 cuttings were sent to Kew Gardens iateampt to propagate the
species and ensure its survival.

Kew's horticulturists were successful and at tree @001 took eleven rooted
cuttings out by plane to repatriate the speci¢baaslands. A few of the plants
survived and are now growing in the Mauritius WitelFoundation's (MWF)
species nursery on the island.

In 2004 plants in Kew finally produced, after sochever science, viable seed a
dozen of which were sent to Rodrigues where these lsince geminated.

We were fortunate to see the rooted cuttings anagglants and noted that they
showed heterophyllus characteristics (i.e. juveaild lower leaves differed from
others on the plant). After speaking to local stists1we understood that many of
the indigenous plants are heterophyllus and thaigtpresumed to be an adaptive
feature to overcome predation by the now extinadripes Giant Tortoise.
Apparently tortoises have poor eyesight and haffewdty in seeing linear,
ensiform or lanceloate leaves and thus plantsirstah leaves in their juvenile
stages and up to about 4 ft high, the maximum heigtension of a tortoise's
neck.

6000 miles seems a long way to travel to see justpdant but in truth we saw
many other species, as well as indigenous faurtdutiber tales of the flora of
Rodrigues and other islands in the southern In@ie@an will have to wait until
another issue.

Stan da Prato with shows points total surely they@&f many a decathlete has wpn
the Rutland Salver. 4780 Itis arecord! Cohgedions!
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Room Hire Charges RBGE.

We are all apprehensive about where fuel pricegairgy. Imagine how it
exercises staff at the ‘Botanics’ who are chargét maintenance of the
collections that involves heating the gigantic glemuses. They face massive
increases in utilities costs for which they haveonamise of support. A new room
hire structure was introduced in May; because ofsitong association’ with the
Gardens, we are entitled to a discount rate of 3D&6.accustomed discount for
some years was 75%. This change in our entitlenagses the room hire bill from
£500 to £1000 for eight meetings. Initial thougbitein oversight collapsed when,
in talking to staff, we found out the true situatiand the possible consequences
for staff and budgets.

The Group has sufficient funds in reserve to meetirmmediate increase and the
bill for the 2008- 2009 session has been paid.félh@wing is an extract from the
minutes of the committee meeting on 15th August.

In order to safeguard club funds the treasurdt seek to identify expenditure
savings and further opportunities for income getiera The committee agreed
that a review of the pricing structure for membeiint sales and the show
catering ought to be within scope. Discussion aksietred on whether there
should be an increase in admission to lecturesHeryear 2009/10 and/or a
separate charge for raffle tickets. The convenaead to float the notion of
revising entrance charges with the membershipfatthcoming lecture meeting
and invite views Nothing will change until the issues have beendaaed
decisions made at the AGM in January.

The Group committee is deficient in members tottime of three. It is vitally
important that we have someone to manage catetrithg ahow and someone to
publicise the activities and attractions of thelCllihe tasks are infrequent and
onerous. Closing his address as retiring presifiantly Leven said, ‘When a
vacancy arises don’t ask “I wonder who THEY wilk §er that job?” We are
“THEY” and you are “THEY”. It's your club.’

Be a volunteer. You can do it

Kevock Awards
At Gardening Scotland in May, the Joint Rock GarBéant Committee held a
meeting and agreed to awards for several plantse@Best in Show exhibition
stand of Stella and David Rankin of Kevock GardEme.
An Award of Merit was agreed f@elmisia spectabilig&Eggleston SilverPrimula
japonica‘Apple Blossom’ and’rimula japonica’Postford White'. A Certificate
of Preliminary Commendation was agreedRoimula luteola, Primula aurantiaca
andParis polyphyllavar stenophylla
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The Joint Rock Garden Plant Committee

What is this committee and what does it do?

The Committee was founded in 1936 and is a JoaritRlommittee of the Royal
Horticultural Society (RHS). The 37 members repnétiee RHS, The Alpine
Garden Society and the Scottish Rock Garden Cldaahas a source of expertise
on rock garden and alpine plants. In Scotland ethee eleven members and
meetings are chaired by Sandy Leven who is a Vitait@an of the Committee.
The main activity of the Committee involves judgingividual exhibits of rock
garden and alpine-house plants including hardyidsciit RHS, AGS and SRGC
shows. Plants are judged on their suitability fdnibition and there are several
different levels of award. The highest level of adves a First Class Certificate
(FCC) given to a plant of outstanding excellena®. & plant to be awarded an
FCC it has to be mature, well grown and perfedihenday (no dead flowers,
damaged leaves or greenfly!). The Award of MeriAs given to plants of great
merit as exhibition plants and the Certificate oflitninary Commendation (PC)
to new plants that show promise as exhibition glafibe Committee can also
recommend an Award of Garden Merit (AGM) that i$yaronfirmed after a field
trial of similar plants usually carried out at avfeche RHS gardens. This award
demonstrates that a plant is of excellent perfonean the garden and is used to
guide gardeners to plants that do well. In mangeyr catalogues, plants that have
been given an AGM are highlighted with a trophy bgirand garden centre plant
labels usually use the same symbol.

In addition to the Committee giving awards to péast Certificate of Cultural
Commendation can be awarded to an exhibitor whizsd phows evidence of
great cultural skill.

As secretary to the Committee for the SRGC, | latlithe records going back to
the start of the Committee and the detailed S¢otasords since 1955. This
provides fascinating reading, documenting the clmntashion in plants as well
as plotting the showing careers of many well-knéatk Garden Club members.
Plants that today are considered new in cultivatid@n appear in earlier records.
Many New Zealand alpines such@slmisia argenteandRanunculus buchanani
x lyallii were put before the Committee in 1959 and 1958a@s/ely, both grown
by Jack Drake. The record of individuals puttingras up for an award is also
interesting, experienced growers such as Margacetenry Taylor first appear in
the records in April 1973. On the"April in Perth, they submitteritillaria
hispanicanevadensislongside such notable growers as Messrs Esslemont
Crossland, Duff and Murray-Lyon.

The Committee is always happy to see new plants ttdferent gardeners, so if
you have a plant that you think is worth showingh® Committee, see me and |
can help you put it forward for an award.

Carole Bainbridge

Hon. Sec. Joint Rock Garden Plant Committee (SRGC)
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Talks of Interest
Frazer sent these details of gardening talks (obige interest to rock gardeners)
to be held in Polmont near Falkirk over the winter:

26 October Jim Jermyn (SRGC) "Developing-ast Lothian Garden"

30 November Kenneth Cox "Garden Plants foitl&od"

14 December Sandy Leven (SRGC)"Rock gardensgplarRerthshire"

25 January Mark Watson (RBGE) "Plant HuntimgHimalayan Journeys - a
personal odyssey for the world's most inaccesgiblets"

22 February  Alan Clark (AGS) "The Joys of Rldnnting in China and Tibet"
29 March lan Christie (SRGC) "Patagonitant?"

Admission: Free (sponsored by Avondale Environnh¢d): Refreshments
available.

Duration: 2 hours starting promptly at 7pm on ad&ynevening

Location: Greenpark Centre, Polmont. (Contact S&idypson 01324 715568)
Directions:

By car: Leave at junction 4 of M9, continue towaRtgmont on A803 for one
mile. Turn right after first mini-roundabout tharst left onto Greenpark Drive
By train: Leave station and turn left and takexa ¢& walk down incline for 1km
until reaching the mini-roundabout then cross trarand take first turning on
right then first left.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

The annual photographic competition is open tonginbers of the group and will
be held after the AGM on 3January 2009. The subject this year is:

"A European alpine"

As usual, up to three pictures per member mayhbered in the two
competitions, one for prints and the other fode&sti. In the first category, mounts
are not necessary. For the first time, entriesHer'slide' category may include
digital images, in addition to the usual 35 mmestid Entries may be submitted to
the Convener before the meeting night, thoughdatdes will be accepted on the
night.

Digital images must be submitted as jpeg filesfgmably up to two days before
the meeting, and sent as email attachments to Ddvdard (email:
_Dmillwardé@aol.com_ (mailto:Dmillward6@aol.com)Where necessary, the
iImages should be reduced to a maximum of 1280 »p9&fs and the filename
should be the name of the plant. No text shoulddsed to the image.

The winners of each section will be chosen by papubte. Please note that an
essential element in the competition is artisticim®o have a go.
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There is still plenty of opportunity to capturetthanning image during the
coming months. Best of luck!

Membership

Since the Spring newsletter Mr and Mrs HannayMn&lJean Lothian have
resigned their membership of the SRGC. We haveddenews that Mrs Judith
Brydie has died. Two new members Mrs Clare Galloaay Mrs Margaret
Phillips, at different locations in East Lothiaivel on enviably high ground. Six
new members, who should be easily identified by tfedative youth, have joined
through the 78 anniversary free student scheme, Erica RanddtdaHbooley,
Gillian Edwards, Anne Prestage, Matthew Elliottri€opher Horsfall.

South of the border, down Berwickshire way

After the trauma of cancelling the 2007 outingyds a great pleasure, on a
beautiful sunlit morning, to welcome a whole buslam, 7' June, to the 2008
event. The load was complete at Haddington and &re Berwickshire bound on
the Al. Flamboyant spikes of Viper's-Bugloss, tbermty flower, were prominent
on the ascent to Pencraig. Those practised in $pgled plant spotting saw stubby
columns of a purple orchid on the verges beyonddaunThen as we approached
the turning for Chirnside and Allanton there wergihs, massed spires in pastel
shades on the south facing roadside.

Sid Clarke’s rock garden is a new creation, f@maht, surrounded by lawn.
Elegant curves, discretely tiered mounds corsetddfield-derived boulders and
top dressed with local pea gravel provide plangraund for a huge range of well-
spaced mature plants, nearly all of them in fuiwiér. The paved area near the
house has a number of troughs with less exubepaciraens and against the house
wall Paeonia rockii retained one spectacular flolweamaze us. Interestingly Sid
has introduced Yellow rattle to restrain the gr@sd encourage orchids in an area
of ‘rough’ on the east boundary of the garden.

A visit to Ron McBeath can be an exercise in fratsdn tempered by admiration.
Across the road from the sales area and througgates the rock garden and
troughs have so many desirable, unobtainable Esaini the sunken peat garden
shortias and impossible primulas thrive. One igtse® by the abundance and price
of good plants in the sales area. He did thougle laawhite roscoea for £15
(extreme for Lamberton). A two-hour stop was noigl@nough to tour the garden,
eat lunch and satisfy the need for new plants. R aac conditioned, and
greenhouse had quite a lot in common when we dsgpéot Duddo, south of the
border.

A quick look at his garden identifies Ben Wilsonaasan with an experimental
approach and a taste for varied geology. His rockwonsists of a Peter Korn style
mound with a covering of flint pebbles; an ared\@#lsh slate enhanced by a pond
and a spiky sculpture that could have been crdetatthe rusty contents of a
guarry-man’s tool box; on the shady side of thesepan area of brilliant white
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marble. Soil is not apparent in any of these ramleas. There are areas with
woodland, shade and sun. A fascinating garden daal have nearly enough time
there to take in the beauties of the place and spaome of Ben'’s ideas.

Lost

Of the clothing cast off in the heat of the outdrgJune ¥ one item, a sleeveless
green fleece, was left behind on the coach. The duoks to its owner are a till

receipt from Waitrose in Morningside,

an IOU fomp6@nd a ladies handkerchief

with flower embroidered corner. Phone 01875 615185 Pryde) to recover it

Group contacts

Convener:
Dr Carole Bainbridge
3 Woodhouselee
Easter Howgate, Nr Penicuik
Midlothian EH26 OPG
Tel: 0131 445 3268
Email: greenscenedesign@hotmail.ca

Newsletter Editor:
Mr Frazer Henderson
2 Elizabeth Gardens
Stoneyburn
EH47 8BP
Tel: 01501 762972
nEmail: frazer.henderson@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Mr Mike Hicks
11 Lidgate Shot
Ratho
Newbridge
Midlothian EH28 8TY
Tel: 0131 335 3764
Email: mikeh3@tiscali.co.uk

Joint Show Secretaries:

Drs Carole and lan Bainbridge
3 Woodhouselee
Easter Howgate, Nr Penicuik
Midlothian EH26 OPG
Tel: 0131 445 3268
Email: bainbridi@aol.co.uk
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